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FUNDING GUIDELINES


1. Introduction

London Catalyst is an independent charity established in 1873 to help reduce the impact of poverty on people's health. We support organisations that are based and exclusively operating in London and that address key social determinants of health, including economic stability, access to advice and information, and social isolation.

2. Our Vision

A healthy and thriving life for all Londoners.

3. Our Mission

To enable organisations to improve the health of Londoners by tackling poverty and social isolation.

4. Main Grants Programme

Funding Available

· Maximum grant: £10,000 per year
· Grant duration: 12-36 months (1-3 years)
· Eligible costs: 
· Core costs
· Unrestricted costs
· Project development costs
· Project delivery costs (existing or new projects)

Who We Fund

We fund registered charities that:
· Are based and operate exclusively in London.
· Have an annual income of £500,000 or less according to their most recently published accounts.
· Provide information and advice relating to: 
· Housing
· Welfare benefits
· Immigration
· Debt
· Community care
· Deliver services that address social isolation.
· Primarily support beneficiaries aged 18 and over.
· Hold unrestricted reserves equivalent to at least three months and no more than nine months of operating expenditure.
· Have not been declined funding by London Catalyst within the previous 12 months.
· Have submitted any outstanding monitoring reports for previous London Catalyst grants.
· Are applying for an appropriate level of funding. Organisations new to London Catalyst, or start-up charities, are encouraged to apply for a one-year grant before seeking multi-year funding.

We Do Not Fund

· Schools, colleges, universities, after-school clubs or holiday activity programmes.
· Statutory bodies, including local authorities and NHS organisations.
· Individuals.


5. Hardship Grants Programme

Funding Available
· Maximum grant: £2,000
· Grant duration: Up to 12 months

Eligible Costs
Funding can be used to provide small hardship payments to vulnerable beneficiaries. Awards are typically up to £50 per individual, although exceptions may be considered.

Examples of eligible support include:
· Food and essential supplies
· Travel costs
· Temporary accommodation
· Personal care items (including medication and sanitary products)
· Mobile phone top-ups and SIM cards
· Personal development opportunities
· Accessibility and support costs
· Essential household items

Who We Fund

We fund:
· Registered charities, hospitals, churches, NHS agencies and statutory organisations.
· Organisations based and operating exclusively in London.
· Organisations that have submitted all required monitoring reports for previous London Catalyst Hardship Grants.
· Organisations whose primary beneficiaries are aged 18 and over.

We Do Not Fund
· Schools, colleges, universities, after-school clubs or holiday activity programmes.

6. Application Process

· Organisations may apply to both the Main Grants Programme and the Hardship Grants Programme at the same time, provided separate applications are submitted and the eligibility criteria for each programme are met.
· Applicants to the Main Grants Programme must complete an eligibility quiz before accessing the online application form.
· A downloadable Word version of the application form is available to help applicants prepare their responses.
· Applications for two- or three-year Main Grants are subject to a two-stage assessment process.

7. Grant Payments

· Successful applicants will receive a Grant Acceptance Letter and Grant Agreement. Once these documents have been signed and returned, funding will normally be paid within four weeks.

· For multi-year grants, continuation of funding beyond the first year is subject to satisfactory progress and receipt of required monitoring reports.

8. When Will You Hear from Us?

Main Grants Programme
· Two funding rounds are held each year.
· Each funding round is open for one month.
· Following the application deadline, applications are reviewed by the Grants Scrutiny Committee (GSC).

Hardship Grants Programme
· Four funding rounds are held each year.
· Each funding round is open for one month.
· Applications are assessed by the Grants Scrutiny Committee (GSC) after the closing date.

Application Outcomes
· Applicants are informed of funding decisions shortly after the Grants Scrutiny Committee meeting.
· Applicants should expect to receive a decision: 
· Within three months of submitting a Hardship Grant application.
· Within six months of submitting a Main Grant application.


For more information, please visit:
www.londoncatalyst.co.uk
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